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Growing Fitchburg

2020-2030 Comprehensive Plan

1. Progress Update

2. Preview of Draft Chapters

3. Focus on Implementation Draft 

and Policy Questions

4. Next Steps: Special Plan 

Commission Meeting Nov. 5



Progress Update Oct 2-22*

• Oct 2 Madison Area Builders Association Informational Presentation

• Oct 3 Parks Commission

• Oct 10 Committee on Aging Well

• Oct 10 Capital Area Regional Planning Commission Informational Presentation

• Oct 10 Leopold Elementary – Public Outreach Meeting

• Oct 15 Bicycle Committee

• Oct 15 Plan Commission 

• Oct 16 Ag and Rural Affairs

• Oct 16 Suburban District 4 – Public Outreach Meeting

• Oct 16 Rural District 4 – Public Outreach Meeting

• Oct 21 Board of Public Works

• Oct 21 Resource Conservation Commission

• Oct 22 Council

• Oct 24 Community and Economic Development Authority

• Survey closes last week in October

• *Memo dated Oct 2, 2019 provides progress update through date of memo.



Preview of Draft Chapters
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Nine Elements Growing Fitchburg

Introduction Plan Primer

Issues & Opportunities  How will Fitchburg Grow?

Housing  Growth Pillars

Natural & Ag Resources  Growth Pillars

Economic Development  Growth Pillars

Transportation  Growth Tools

Utilities & Community Facilities  Growth Tools

Intergovernmental Cooperation  Growth Tools

Land Use  Where will Fitchburg Grow?

Implementation  Implementation

Appendices Appendices



Plan Primer

• Currently 7 pages

• Intended to explain how to use and navigate 

the plan

• Explains what a Comp Plan is

• Identifies the process for developing and 

adopting the plan

• Explains how each chapter is organized

• Explains the relationship of the Comp Plan 

to other plans
• No change from current policy

• Neighborhood / intergovernmental 

agreements adopted into plan

• Other plans inform, guide at more detailed 

level

• Regulatory tools must be consistent with 

plan



Preview of Draft Chapters
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Sec. 1: How Will Fitchburg Grow?

• Currently 4 pages

• Primarily identifies the growth principles 

we have discussed 

• Will include “data snapshot” with key 

statistics 



Preview of Draft Chapters
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Sec. 2A: Pillars of Growth - Housing

Currently 8 pages

Pages 1-4 Census data and maps

Page 5 summary of survey feedback 

Page 6 summary of other relevant plans 

(Housing Plan, Healthy Neighborhoods 

Initiatives, etc.)

Page 7 – What are the common themes in 

these housing plans?

Page 8 + 

Growth principles

General direction (goal)

Specific actions (policies)

Implementation mechanisms (other 

plans, regulatory tools)



Preview of Draft Chapters
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Sec. 4: Where will Fitchburg Grow?

 Currently ~30 pages

 Review of existing data

 Developable land supply

 Summary of input and other plans (Neighborhood Plans, Infill and 

Redevelopment Plans, Housing Plan, City in Motion, HNI, Ag Plan, Parks 

and Open Space Plan, Bike Plan, etc.)

 Growth Areas

 Greenfield 

 Grayfield

 Farmfield

 Specific Policies



Growth Areas

 Greenfield 

 Neighborhood planning principles

 FUDA – describes different future 

neighborhoods 

 FUDA Map

 Grayfield

 Identifies redevelopment and infill 

areas (North Fish Hatch, Verona Road 

West, Southdale)

 Farmfield

 RRDC

 Rural Cluster Zoning



Policy Section – Specific Actions
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 Future Land Use Map (Traditional Zoning)

 Summarizes into 6 pages including General Map 

Notes, Land Use Categories, Environmental 

Corridors, etc.



Policy Section – Specific Actions
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 Sector Map (SmartCode Zoning)

 Similar Summary – 4 Pages



Policy Section – Specific Actions
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 Other sections

 Urban Service Area Expansion

 Consider need for neighborhood, maintain average growth 

rate of 75 acres per year, etc.

 Multi-Jurisdictional Planning Areas

 Extra Territorial Jurisdiction

 Conflict Areas



Preview of Draft Chapters
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Implementation
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 Currently 6 pages

 Contains policy language recently discussed

 New additions which require feedback from the 

Council

 Ultimately will vote on these as part of the formal 

procedures Jan - April



“Consistent With”
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Define Minor and Major
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“Technical Changes”

Plan Comm. & Common Council
19
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Summary of Changes to 

Implementation Chapter
22

 “Consistent with”

 Defines major update vs minor amendment

 Plan Commission & Council procedures for 
amending Plan

 Minor amendment review guidelines

 Major update guidelines

 When to consider

 How frequently

 Best practices methodology & process



Next Steps – Nov 5 Special 

Meeting
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 Outreach Summary

 5 district meetings

 Committee meetings

 Survey

 Presentation of the Goals & Policies in each chapter

 Continued refinement of “policy questions” in Implementation 

Chapter

 Added language defining the consistency requirement per State Law

 Defined Minor vs Major

 Minor Amendment Procedures – “Non-substantive technical changes”

 Minor Review Guidelines

 Frequency of Minor Amendments – 2 per year

 Major Update Review Guidelines

 Presentation of Draft Land Use Map

 Nov 20 Open House 6:30 pm City Hall
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Edgewood R-179-19



Considerations
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 Planning staff has provided information on 

“best planning practices”

 Council desires to consider exception for this 

specific proposed use on this specific parcel

 Resolution drafted accordingly

 Plan Commission discussion included review 

of “4 options”

 Plan Commission amended resolution



“4 Options” 
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1. Existing Policy
 Direct this specific project to the 1,200 acres of developable area 

within Urban Service Area

 Uphold current framework of decision making

2. Undertake new FUDA modeling process that changes future 
growth areas, which may or may not include “subject parcel”

3. Exception to amend South Stoner Prairie FUDA “now”, 
complete neighborhood plan, CAPRC & DNR, then detailed site 
plans

4. Exception to amend North Stoner Prairie neighborhood 
“now”, CARPC & DNR, then detailed site plans


